A unique opportunity on April 25, 1995, to intensively search for mordellid beetles resulted in finding four species on Ossabaw Island, Chatham County, Georgia. This is the first report of their host plant associations and the sympatry of Mordellistena trifasciata and M. minuta . Historically, there has been confusion between these two species (Liljeblad 1945, Khalaf 1971 because their elytral color patterns are practically identical. I provide some overlooked distinctions between them.
. Mordellistena pubescens, M. andreae, M. trifasciata, and M. minuta, respectively. A, antenna; M, male maxillary palp; F, female maxillary palp; P, posterior leg; L, left parameron; R, right parameron; D, dorsal branch, V, ventral branch. For paramera, top is apex.
Liljeblad (1945) stated that there were long seta-like hairs on the anterior femur in males. These hairs are in fact located on the inner side of the anterior tibia, from the joint with the femur to halfway down the tibia.
The left parameron has no basal prominence (Franciscolo 1957) on its dorsal branch, and is deeply branched from base on. The dorsal branch of the left parameron has three setae at outer base facing the inner surface of the right paramera. The dorsal branch of the right parameron is wider and much shorter than the ventral branch.
Mordellistena minuta Smith ( Khalaf (1971) correctly pointed out that as in M. trifasciata , the last segment of the male maxillary palp is boat-shaped or malleiform and that there is only one posterior tibial spur. Liljeblad (1945) overlooked these two characters. Both Liljeblad (1945) and Khalaf (1971) overlooked the seta-like hairs on the anterior tibia in males, which are located as in M. trifasciata , but fewer.
The left parameron has no basal prominence on its dorsal branch, and is only branched on the apical half. The dorsal branch of the left parameron has also three setae at outer base facing the inner surface of the right paramera. Its ventral branch has a small dent at tip, and is shorter than the dorsal branch. The ventral branch of the right parameron is strongly bifurcated, very atypical of male genitalia of Mordellistenini (Franciscolo 1957) . Liljeblad (1945) claimed that the basal (upper) ridge of the posterior tibia of M. minuta was longer than that of M. trifasciata, "extending nearly across the outer face." He primarily separated the two species in keys using the length of this basal ridge. However, he described great variation of the ridge length in M. trifasciata . In all Ossabaw specimens the length and form of this basal ridge of M. minuta is the same as in M. trifasciata . This will not separate the two species. Some major differences between the two are shown in Table 1 . This project was funded by Earthwatch, the Ossabaw Island Foundation, and The Conservation Agency. I thank E. West, S. and R. Parker, J. Lazell, P. Logan, and P. Perkins. 
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